WEEK 1

JOURNEY

GROUPS

Reading Plan Scriptures

TITUS 1:1-4

'Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the
faith of God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with
godliness, 2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised
before the ages began 3 and at the proper time manifested in his word
through the preaching with which | have been entrusted by the command
of God our Savior; 4 To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and
peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.

1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17

2] thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because
he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, ™ though formerly |
was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But | received mer-
cy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, '* and the grace of our Lord
overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. ™ The
saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the foremost. '® But |
received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ
might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to
believe in him for eternal life. V To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible,
the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

1 JOHN 5:1-13

' Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God,
and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him.

2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God
and obey his commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep
his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4 For
everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the
victory that has overcome the world—our faith. > Who is it that overcomes
the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

6 This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water
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only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies,
because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify:  the Spirit
and the water and the blood; and these three agree. ° If we receive the
testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony
of God that he has borne concerning his Son. '© Whoever believes in the
Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God
has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God
has borne concerning his Son. " And this is the testimony, that God gave us
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. > Whoever has the Son has life; who-
ever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

3| write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God,
that you may know that you have eternal life.

JOHN 17:1-10

"When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify
you,? since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life
to all whom you have given him. ® And this is eternal life, that they know
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 | glorified
you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. > And
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that | had with
you before the world existed.

6 “l have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of
the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept
your word. ” Now they know that everything that you have given me is
from you. & For | have given them the words that you gave me, and they
have received them and have come to know in truth that | came from you;
and they have believed that you sent me. ° | am praying for them. | am not
praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are
yours. 9 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | am glorified in them.

1 COR. 1:18-31

'8 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. ® For it is written,

“l will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debat-
er of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? ?'For
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom,
it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who be-
lieve. 2?2 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, ?* but to
those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and
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the wisdom of God. ?® For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and
the weakness of God is stronger than men.

26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise accord-
ing to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble
birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 22 God chose what is
low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing
things that are, ?° so that no human being might boast in the presence of
God. 3° And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wis-
dom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 3' so that,
as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

2 COR. 7:6-16

6 But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of
Titus, 7 and not only by his coming but also by the comfort with which he
was comforted by you, as he told us of your longing, your mourning, your
zeal for me, so that | rejoiced still more. 8 For even if | made you grieve with
my letter, | do not regret it—though | did regret it, for | see that that letter
grieved you, though only for a while. ® As it is, | rejoice, not because you
were grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting. For you felt a
godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us.

19 For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without
regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. " For see what earnestness
this godly grief has produced in you, but also what eagerness to clear
yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what pun-
ishment! At every point you have proved yourselves innocent in the matter.
2 So although | wrote to you, it was not for the sake of the one who did the
wrong, nor for the sake of the one who suffered the wrong, but in order
that your earnestness for us might be revealed to you in the sight of God. ™
Therefore we are comforted.

And besides our own comfort, we rejoiced still more at the joy of Titus,
because his spirit has been refreshed by you all. ¥ For whatever boasts |
made to him about you, | was not put to shame. But just as everything we
said to you was true, so also our boasting before Titus has proved true. ®
And his affection for you is even greater, as he remembers the obedience
of you all, how you received him with fear and trembling. ¢ | rejoice, be-
cause | have complete confidence in you.
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WEEK 2

TITUS 1:5-9

5 This is why | left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into
order, and appoint elders in every town as | directed you— ¢ if anyone is
above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are believers
and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination. 7 For an
overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arro-
gant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, & but
hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined.

° He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be
able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who
contradict it.

ACTS 20:22-38

22 And now, behold, | am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit,

not knowing what will happen to me there,?3 except that the Holy Spirit
testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me.

24 But | do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if
only | may finish my course and the ministry that | received from the Lord
Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. ?®> And now, behold, |
know that none of you among whom | have gone about proclaiming the
kingdom will see my face again. 2¢ Therefore | testify to you this day that

| am innocent of the blood of all, ?” for | did not shrink from declaring to
you the whole counsel of God. 22 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to
all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for
the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 2° | know that
after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the
flock; 3° and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted
things, to draw away the disciples after them. 3 Therefore be alert, remem-
bering that for three years | did not cease night or day to admonish every
one with tears. 32 And now | commend you to God and to the word of his
grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among
all those who are sanctified. 33 | coveted no one’s silver or gold or appar-
el. 3% You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities
and to those who were with me. 35 In all things | have shown you that by
working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words
of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.”

36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them
all. 37 And there was much weeping on the part of all; they embraced Paul
and kissed him, 38 being sorrowful most of all because of the word he had
spoken, that they would not see his face again. And they accompanied him
to the ship.
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1 PETER 5:1-11

1So | exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the
sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be
revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising over-
sight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for
shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge,
but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears,
you will receive the unfading crown of glory. ®> Likewise, you who are
younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humil-
ity toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the
humble.”

® Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at
the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, be-
cause he cares for you. & Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the
devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. ° Resist
him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. © And after you
have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and estab-
lish you. " To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

EPH. 4:11-16

" And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds
and teachers, " to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building
up the body of Christ, ™ until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ, ™ so that we may no longer be chil-
dren, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of
doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.”> Rather,
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is
the head, into Christ, '® from whom the whole body, joined and held to-
gether by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

2 COR. 5:17-21

7 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come. ® All this is from God, who through Christ
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; '° that is,
in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their tres-
passes against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 2°
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through
us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. ?' For our
sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might be-
come the righteousness of God.
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2 TIMOTHY 4:1-8

WEEK 3

'] charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge
the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: ? preach
the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and ex-
hort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when
people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will
turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. > As for
you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evange-
list, fulfill your ministry.

6 For | am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of
my departure has come. 7 | have fought the good fight, | have finished the
race, | have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on
that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.

TITUS 1:10-16

9 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision party." They must be silenced, since
they are upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they
ought not to teach. ? One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said,
“Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” ®* This testimony is
true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith,
4 not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the commands of people
who turn away from the truth. ™ To the pure, all things are pure, but to the
defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds and their
consciences are defiled. '* They profess to know God, but they deny him by
their works. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work.

EPH. 2:11-22

" Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called
“the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made

in the flesh by hands— ?remember that you were at that time separated
from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to
the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

3 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought
near by the blood of Christ. ™ For he himself is our peace, who has made
us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility ™
by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he
might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace,
6 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross,
thereby killing the hostility.” And he came and preached peace to you who
were far off and peace to those who were near. '® For through him we both
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have access in one Spirit to the Father. '® So then you are no longer strang-
ers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members

of the household of God, ?° built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, ?' in whom the whole
structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In
him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the
Spirit.

2 COR. 11-1-15

'] wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness. Do bear with me! ?
For | feel a divine jealousy for you, since | betrothed you to one husband,
to present you as a pure virgin to Christ. * But | am afraid that as the ser-
pent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a
sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 4 For if someone comes and proclaims
another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you receive a different
spirit from the one you received, or if you accept a different gospel from
the one you accepted, you put up with it readily enough. ® Indeed, | consid-
er that | am not in the least inferior to these super-apostles. ® Even if | am
unskilled in speaking, | am not so in knowledge; indeed, in every way we
have made this plain to you in all things.

7.0r did | commit a sin in humbling myself so that you might be exalted,
because | preached God’s gospel to you free of charge? € | robbed other
churches by accepting support from them in order to serve you. ° And
when | was with you and was in need, | did not burden anyone, for the
brothers who came from Macedonia supplied my need. So | refrained and
will refrain from burdening you in any way.”® As the truth of Christ is in me,
this boasting of mine will not be silenced in the regions of Achaia. " And
why? Because | do not love you? God knows | do!

2 And what | am doing | will continue to do, in order to undermine the
claim of those who would like to claim that in their boasted mission they
work on the same terms as we do. ™ For such men are false apostles,
deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. * And no
wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. ™ So it is no
surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteous-
ness. Their end will correspond to their deeds.

1 JOHN 4:1-16

' Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether
they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world.

2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh is from God, ® and every spirit that does not
confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you
heard was coming and now is in the world already. 4 Little children, you are
from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he
who is in the world. > They are from the world; therefore they speak from
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the world, and the world listens to them. ® We are from God. Whoever
knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By
this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves
has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does
not know God, because God is love. ° In this the love of God was made
manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that

we might live through him. © In this is love, not that we have loved God
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. "
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. > No one
has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is
perfected in us.

3 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given
us of his Spirit. * And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent

his Son to be the Savior of the world. > Whoever confesses that Jesus is
the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. '®* So we have come to
know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

MARK 7:15-23

>There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him,
but the things that come out of a person are what defile him.” 7 And when
he had entered the house and left the people, his disciples asked him
about the parable. '® And he said to them, “Then are you also without un-
derstanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person from out-
side cannot defile him,"” since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is
expelled?”(Thus he declared all foods clean.) 2° And he said, “What comes
out of a person is what defiles him. " For from within, out of the heart of
man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22 cov-
eting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 23 All
these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”

JUDE 3-4; 17-19

3 Beloved, although | was very eager to write to you about our common
salvation, | found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the
faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. 4 For certain people have
crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this condemnation,
ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and
deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

7 But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our
Lord Jesus Christ. ' They said to you, “In the last time there will be scoff-
ers, following their own ungodly passions.” ® It is these who cause divi-
sions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit.
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WEEK 4

TITUS 2:1-10

' But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine. 2 Older men are
to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, and
in steadfastness. 3 Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior,
not slanderers or slaves to much wine. They are to teach what is good, 4
and so train the young women to love their husbands and children, ° to be
self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to their own
husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled. ¢ Likewise, urge the
younger men to be self-controlled.” Show yourself in all respects to be a
model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity, & and
sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be
put to shame, having nothing evil to say about us.? Bondservants are to be
submissive to their own masters in everything; they are to be well-pleasing,
not argumentative, '° not pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in
everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior.

1 PETER 3:1-7

' Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some
do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of
their wives,? when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 3 Do not let
your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold
jewelry, or the clothing you wear— 4 but let your adorning be the hidden
person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet
spirit, which in God'’s sight is very precious. ° For this is how the holy wom-
en who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their
own husbands, ¢ as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are
her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening.

7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, show-
ing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you
of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.

EPH. 5:15-33

> Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, '®* making
the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 7 Therefore do not be
foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. ® And do not get drunk
with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, '* addressing
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody to the Lord with your heart, 2° giving thanks always and for every-
thing to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,?' submitting
to one another out of reverence for Christ.

22Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband
is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body,
and is himself its Savior. 2* Now as the church submits to Christ, so also
wives should submit in everything to their husbands.
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25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself
up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the wash-
ing of water with the word, ?” so that he might present the church to him-
self in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might
be holy and without blemish.?® In the same way husbands should love their
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. ?° For no
one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ
does the church, 3° because we are members of his body. 3! “Therefore a
man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two
shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and | am saying that
it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his
wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

COL. 3:18-4:1

'8 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. ' Husbands,
love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 2° Children, obey your
parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. ?' Fathers, do not provoke
your children, lest they become discouraged. 22 Bondservants, obey in ev-
erything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as
people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.?* Whatever
you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 2* knowing that from
the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving
the Lord Christ. ?° For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he
has done, and there is no partiality. Masters, treat your bondservants justly
and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.

PROVERBS 1:1-24

"Whoever isolates himself seeks his own desire;
he breaks out against all sound judgment.
2 A fool takes no pleasure in understanding,
but only in expressing his opinion.
3 When wickedness comes, contempt comes also,
and with dishonor comes disgrace.
4 The words of a man’s mouth are deep waters;
the fountain of wisdom is a bubbling brook.
5t is not good to be partial to the wicked
or to deprive the righteous of justice.
& A fool’s lips walk into a fight,
and his mouth invites a beating.
7 A fool’s mouth is his ruin,
and his lips are a snare to his soul.
& The words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels;
they go down into the inner parts of the body.
® Whoever is slack in his work
is a brother to him who destroys.
19 The name of the Lord is a strong tower;
the righteous man runs into it and is safe.
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T A rich man’s wealth is his strong city,
and like a high wall in his imagination.
2 Before destruction a man’s heart is haughty,
but humility comes before honor.
¥ |f one gives an answer before he hears,
it is his folly and shame.
4 A man’s spirit will endure sickness,
but a crushed spirit who can bear?
5 An intelligent heart acquires knowledge,
and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.
6 A man’s gift makes room for him
and brings him before the great.
7 The one who states his case first seems right,
until the other comes and examines him.
8 The lot puts an end to quarrels
and decides between powerful contenders.
9 A brother offended is more unyielding than a strong city,
and quarreling is like the bars of a castle.
20 From the fruit of a man’s mouth his stomach is satisfied;
he is satisfied by the yield of his lips.
21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue,
and those who love it will eat its fruits.
22 He who finds a wife finds a good thing
and obtains favor from the Lord.
23 The poor use entreaties,
but the rich answer roughly.
24 A man of many companions may come to ruin,
but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.

JAMES 3:1-12

' Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that
we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. ? For we all stum-

ble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is

a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3 If we put bits into the
mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as
well. 4 Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by
strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of
the pilot directs. ®> So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of
great things.

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! ® And the tongue is a
fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members,
staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on
fire by hell. 7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature,
can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, & but no human being can
tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. ® With it we bless
our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the
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likeness of God. '© From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My
brothers, these things ought not to be so. " Does a spring pour forth from
the same opening both fresh and salt water? ? Can a fig tree, my broth-
ers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield
fresh water.

TITUS 2:11-15

" For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,

2 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live
self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, *® waiting for
our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior
Jesus Christ, ¥ who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness
and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous
for good works.

5 Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one
disregard you.

EPHESIANS 2:4-10

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he
loved us, ®> even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive to-
gether with Christ—by grace you have been saved— ¢ and raised us up with
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that
in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace

in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, ° not a
result of works, so that no one may boast. '° For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand,
that we should walk in them.

COL. 1:9-14

2 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you,
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritu-

al wisdom and understanding, '° so as to walk in a manner worthy of the
Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing
in the knowledge of God; " being strengthened with all power, according to
his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; '? giving thanks
to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints
in light. ® He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, “in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.
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GAL. 5:13-26

¥ For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom
as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. ' For
the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” 5 But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are
not consumed by one another.

6 But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the
flesh.” For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires
of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to
keep you from doing the things you want to do. '® But if you are led by the
Spirit, you are not under the law. '® Now the works of the flesh are evident:
sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 2° idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife,
jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, ?' envy, drunkenness,
orgies, and things like these. | warn you, as | warned you before, that those
who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 2?2 But the fruit of
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. ?* And those
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires.

25 |If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not
become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

1 PETER 2:1-10

'So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slan-
der. 2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you
may grow up into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is
good.

4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of
God chosen and precious, ° you yourselves like living stones are being built
up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ® For it stands in Scripture:

“Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

& and
“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”
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They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

° But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. °©Once you were not a
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

ROMANS 12:9-21

WEEK 6

° Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. '© Love
one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.
" Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. '? Rejoice in
hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. ™ Contribute to the
needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.

4 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. '® Rejoice
with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.'® Live in harmony with
one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be
wise in your own sight.” Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do
what is honorable in the sight of all. '® If possible, so far as it depends on
you, live peaceably with all. '® Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave
it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, | will repay,
says the Lord.” 2° To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he
is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burn-
ing coals on his head.” 2 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good.

TITUS 3:1-8

'Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient,
to be ready for every good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quar-
reling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people. 3 For
we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various
passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by oth-
ers and hating one another. 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness
of God our Savior appeared, ®> he saved us, not because of works done by
us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, ® whom he poured out on us
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace
we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. ® The saying
is trustworthy, and | want you to insist on these things, so that those who
have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works.
These things are excellent and profitable for people.
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ROMANS 13:1-7

'Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by
God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has ap-
pointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a ter-
ror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who

is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, #
for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he
does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger
who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. > Therefore one must be

in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of con-
science. ® For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are
ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to
them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed,
respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.

1 PETER 2:13-17

3 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be
to the emperor as supreme, ™ or to governors as sent by him to punish
those who do evil and to praise those who do good. ™® For this is the will
of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of
foolish people. ' Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a
cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 7 Honor everyone. Love the
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

ROMANS 6:6-23

5We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of
sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved
to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have
died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. ® We know that
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer
has dominion over him. '° For the death he died he died to sin, once for all,
but the life he lives he lives to God. " So you also must consider yourselves
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

2 et not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its
passions.”® Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrigh-
teousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought
from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteous-
ness. ' For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law
but under grace.

> What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under
grace? By no means! '®* Do you not know that if you present yourselves

to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey,
either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righ-
teousness? 7 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin
have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which
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you were committed, '® and, having been set free from sin, have become
slaves of righteousness. ° | am speaking in human terms, because of your
natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves
to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now pres-
ent your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.

20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteous-
ness. 2 But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of
which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 2?2 But
now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God,
the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23 For the
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

GAL. 3:27-4:7

27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is

no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 2° And if you are
Christ’s, then you are Abraham'’s offspring, heirs according to promise.

'l mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave,
though he is the owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and
managers until the date set by his father.® In the same way we also, when
we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world.
4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of
woman, born under the law, ° to redeem those who were under the law, so
that we might receive adoption as sons. ® And because you are sons, God
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So
you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

JAMES 2:14-26

“'What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does
not have works? Can that faith save him? ™® If a brother or sister is poorly
clothed and lacking in daily food, ' and one of you says to them, “Go in
peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for
the body, what good is that? 7 So also faith by itself, if it does not have
works, is dead.

'8 But someone will say, “You have faith and | have works.” Show me your
faith apart from your works, and | will show you my faith by my works. '®
You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and
shudder! 2° Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart
from works is useless? ?' Was not Abraham our father justified by works
when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 2?2 You see that faith was
active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; ?* and
the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was
counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. ?4
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You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 2> And
in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works
when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?
26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from
works is dead.

TITUS 3:9-15

° But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels
about the law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. '° As for a person
who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have nothing
more to do with him, " knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he
is self-condemned.

2 When | send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to me at
Nicopolis, for | have decided to spend the winter there. ™ Do your best to
speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack noth-
ing. ' And let our people learn to devote themselves to good works, so as
to help cases of urgent need, and not be unfruitful.

5 All who are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who love us in
the faith.

Grace be with you all.

1 TIMOTHY 3:1-11

'The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he
desires a noble task. 2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the
husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospi-
table, able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrel-
some, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own household well,
with all dignity keeping his children submissive, ° for if someone does

not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God’s
church? ¢ He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up
with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. ? Moreover, he
must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace,
into a snare of the devil.

8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to
much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. °® They must hold the mystery
of the faith with a clear conscience. ° And let them also be tested first;
then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. " Their
wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful
in all things.
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MATT. 18:15-20

5 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you
and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. '® But

if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every
charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 7 If
he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen
even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. ®
Truly, | say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. '® Again | say to
you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done
for them by my Father in heaven. 2° For where two or three are gathered in
my name, there am | among them.”

2 COR. 2:5-17

5> Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some
measure—not to put it too severely—to all of you. ¢ For such a one, this
punishment by the majority is enough, 7 so you should rather turn to for-
give and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. &
So | beg you to reaffirm your love for him. ° For this is why | wrote, that |
might test you and know whether you are obedient in everything. '© Any-
one whom you forgive, | also forgive. Indeed, what | have forgiven, if | have
forgiven anything, has been for your sake in the presence of Christ, " so
that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his
designs.

2 When | came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door
was opened for me in the Lord, * my spirit was not at rest because | did
not find my brother Titus there. So | took leave of them and went on to
Macedonia.

4 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal pro-
cession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him
everywhere. > For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who
are being saved and among those who are perishing, '® to one a fragrance
from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is suf-
ficient for these things? 7 For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God’s
word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of God
we speak in Christ.

2 THESS. 3:6-15

& Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that you keep away from any brother who is walking in idleness and not in
accord with the tradition that you received from us. 7 For you yourselves
know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we
were with you, & nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but
with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might not be a bur-
den to any of you. ° It was not because we do not have that right, but to
give you in ourselves an example to imitate. '°© For even when we were with
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you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let
him not eat. " For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy
at work, but busybodies. ? Now such persons we command and encour-
age in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own
living.

3 As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good. " If anyone does
not obey what we say in this letter, take note of that person, and have
nothing to do with him, that he may be ashamed. "> Do not regard him as
an enemy, but warn him as a brother.

GALATIANS 6:1-10

' Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual
should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest
you too be tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he de-
ceives himself. 4 But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to
boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor.> For each will have to
bear his own load.

6 Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one
who teaches. ” Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one
sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will
from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from
the Spirit reap eternal life. ® And let us not grow weary of doing good, for
in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. '° So then, as we have op-
portunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of
the household of faith.

TITUS JOURNEY GROUP READING PLAN 19


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal.+6%3A1-10&version=ESV

